Connect: Resound & North Yorkshire Music Hub
present:
Resource Pack – North Yorkshire County Youth
Orchestra

A special live broadcast for schools, families & young people
9 July 2020, 10.30am

Welcome!
We are delighted that you are joining us for this schools’ online broadcast from the
North Yorkshire County Youth Orchestra which is a special lockdown performance
for families and young people. This live broadcast will enable schools across the
county to experience the excitement of a live music performance, from the
comfort of their homes or classroom. And we’ll be joining the young musicians on a
tour of the orchestra. The performance will be followed by a live Q&A with the
head of the North Yorkshire Schools Music Service, Ian Bangay.
This pack explains how to tune in, what to expect, as well as information about the
performers, the music and their instruments. It also includes everything you need to
plan and deliver related classroom-based activities with your pupils.
This broadcast is part of Connect: Resound, a project that brings musical
experiences to schools via the internet, including instrumental lessons and live
music performances. Led by youth music charity NYMAZ (www.nymaz.org.uk), the
project works with partners to help overcome the barriers that those based in rural
areas can face when providing musical opportunities to children and young
people.
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How to tune in

The performance will take place on Thursday 9 July 2020, 10.30am.
To view the performance, simply visit: www.connectresound.live/watch
We advise that you test the link in advance of the performance. Please click on
the ‘Watch’ tab on the website and click on a previous performance to ensure
you can access our YouTube content.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What will we see when we turn the stream on?
You will see a welcome screen before the live broadcast starts at 2.00pm
Does the room we’re watching in need to be dark?
It’s up to you – being in the dark might add to the atmosphere!
How long is it?
About 40 minutes, including the Q&A – please send your questions to us at
info@nymaz.org.uk
How will you know we’re watching and taking part?
You can tweet us @NYMAZmusic to let us know you’re joining in! Do send us
pictures, videos and let us know how many are watching where you are. Please
use the hashtag #connectresound when you tweet.
And you can tweet the musicians any questions or feedback before and during
the broadcast - we’d love to hear from you.
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Meet the North Yorkshire County Youth Orchestra
The North Yorkshire County Youth Orchestra is
a fifty strong ensemble, where young
musicians from across the county get to
experience the exciting world of large
ensemble performances.
With musicians from year 7 upwards, the
ensemble showcases the most experienced
and advanced young orchestral players from
across the county, led by conductor Simon
Wright. Performing a challenging repertoire,
designed to develop their musicianship, skills

and techniques, the group enjoys the wide variety of musical styles and
performances they get to experience. As well as the opportunities to develop their
musical experiences the ensemble provides students with opportunities to meet
like-minded musicians and make new friends by connecting with others from
across North Yorkshire.
The Orchestra has a busy calendar and would usually be participating in concerts
and residentials throughout the summer term and enjoying rehearsals together.
This year, the young musicians have been having online lessons and practising at
home.
This lockdown performance has seen them all work together on the same piece,
recording their part to a backing track. These have been collated into an
ensemble performance, bringing the musicians together virtually, all playing in
harmony once more. We hope you will enjoy this wonderful performance which
provides an opportunity to share and celebrate their musical talents - and find out
more about what music means to them!
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Radetzky March and an introduction to the orchestra

Throughout history composers have developed musical styles. Different periods
and styles of music can be recognised by key musical features and how
composers have used them in their work. As the ‘popular’ music of the day
develops and changes, we see how over time the music has shaped and
influenced social and personal preferences. New styles and different features
have been created at different times and for different purposes.
Traditionally, music would have been created, played and then passed on from
musician to musician through play, or by friends. This aural tradition of passing
down music is still around today, mainly within folk music. This method meant that
the music was subject to change based on people’s renditions and memories
which led to particular types of music developing in different places.
As music become more complex, musical notation began. A way of noting down
the intricacies of multiple parts and different instruments suddenly started, which
opened up the world of compositions – and those who could notate music. And
so, the role of Composer began.
Music was initially used to celebrate different events such as marriages, deaths,
church ceremonies and coronations. Over time, composers started writing music
for the public and would be commissioned by royalty or rich patrons to depict a
key historic event or even the beauty of their surroundings.
As more music was written, recognisable features or characteristics could be
heard in pieces by different composers. Often these key features would reflect the
style of a ‘period’ in time. During these ‘periods’, techniques, skills, and style would
develop and get perfected, with some composers then starting to explore new
styles and techniques, moving us into a new musical ‘period’.
Many things have influenced the development of music over time, including:
•

instruments and resources available to composers at the time
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•

specific historical events occurring at the time the composer was alive

•

a desire to reflect society and public demand

Radetzky March
The orchestra will be playing a special arrangement of the Radetzky March by
Johann Strauss Senior. The piece is an example of how music can be influenced
by historical events - it was commissioned to commemorate the victory of an
Austrian Field Marshall called Joseph Radetzky. It was first performed on 31 August
1848 in Vienna.
What is a March?
A March is a musical genre and describes music with a strong rhythm written for
soldiers to march to. Marches can have many different musical moods, including
sombre, brisk and triumphant. Strauss’ Radetzky March is often said to be more
celebratory in tone than many marches - and so is a great choice for the North
Yorkshire Youth Ensemble to celebrate coming together again to make music.
Johann Strauss Senior
Radetzky March is the best-known work of Johann Strauss Senior, an Austrian
Romantic composer born in Vienna in 1804. He was the founder of a musical
dynasty, with his sons continuing his musical legacy which continues to the present
day - with Nita Strauss, guitarist of rock band Alice Cooper, a descendant of the
composer!
What is an orchestra?
An orchestra is a large ‘ensemble’ or group of musicians, led by a conductor, who
play together on a variety of instruments.
In Western Classical music, an orchestra includes the following ‘families’ of
instruments:
Strings
For example: Violin, Viola, Cello, Double Bass
www.connectresound.live
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These instruments are often played with a bow - they produce sound from the
vibration of the strings when they are plucked or bowed and resonating through
the ‘f’ holes.
Woodwind
For example: Clarinet, Flute, Oboe, Bassoon, Recorder, Piccolo, Saxophone
Woodwind instruments are made from a hollow tube of wood or metal, and the
sound is created by blowing air through a reed or mouthpiece.
Brass
For example: Trumpet, Cornet, Trombone, Tuba, French Horn, Tenor Horn,
Euphonium
Brass instruments are predominantly made from brass, with the sound created by
blowing into a cup shaped mouthpiece, and the lips vibrating causing the air to
move. Not all instruments made from brass are part of the brass family. For
example, the Saxophone is made of brass, but considered wind instrument due to
its mouth piece being a reed made from wood.
Percussion
For example: Snare drums, Bass Drums, Drum Kit, Timpani, Triangle, Tambourine,
Cymbals
These instruments are struck, scraped, shaken or beaten.

Look – and listen! – out for these instrument families in the performance!
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Musical periods
We often talk about Orchestral Music in terms of different musical periods - see the
table below. Strauss Sr composed during the Romantic era and was known for his
Marches, Waltzes and Polkas. Can you find music online to listen to from each
period? Which is your favourite?

Baroque
1600–1750

Classical
1750–1820

Romantic
1820–1910

Contemporary
1910–present

Classical music
has a lighter,
clearer texture
than Baroque
Composers and
music and is less
performers used more complex. It is has
elaborate musical
light elegance in
ornamentation, made place of
changes
Baroque's
in musical notation,
dignified
and developed new
seriousness and
instrumental playing
impressive
techniques.
grandeur. Variety
and contrast
within a piece
became more
pronounced than
before and the
orchestra
increased in size,
range, and
power.

Romantic
compositions
became
increasingly
expressive and
inventive.
Expansive
symphonies,
virtuosic
piano music,
dramatic operas,
and passionate
songs took
inspiration from art
and literature.

A broad term that
includes many
forms of modern
composition that
heralded a
change and
development in
musical language
that occurred
around the turn of
the 20th century.
Older categories
of music were
challenged and
innovated in a
way that led to
new ways of
organising and
approaching
music.

Air on a G String
(Johann Sebastian
Bach 1685–1750)
Taken from Bach’s
Orchestral Suite No 3
in D major

Boléro
(Maurice Ravel
1875–1937)

Stravinsky, Pärt,
Britten

The Baroque period
saw the creation of
tonality.

Symphony
No 5 in C minor
(Ludwig van
Beethoven 1770–
1827)
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Musical activities: KS2 & KS3

Creating a graphic score
This can be something you do on your own or with other people – completely up
to you! Take on the role of composer. Graphic Scores can blend conventional
elements such as notation with the unconventional! The performer uses the
pictures to inspire their performance – the graphic score becomes a musical map.
Simply put, graphic scores are images and/or colour which represent sounds. This
means you can be as simple, complex, creative or messy as you want!
One of the best things about many graphic scores is they can be played by any
number of players, of any standard, on any instrument. No two performances
sound the same, but all the players will be following the same instructions!
A simple graph which shows instruments down one
side, beats along the top, and when they are played
through symbols in

Art meets musical notation – Picnic by McQueen. In
this piece each line represents a different instrument,
with the colour and shapes to be interpreted by the
performer.

Aria by John Cage. This piece may look like just some
random squiggles, but each line actually represents a
different way of singing, notated in wavy lines and
colours. The blocks indicate ‘non-musical’ sounds.

www.connectresound.live
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In each of these examples there is an element of artistry, collection of sounds, and
creativity!
TASK: Write down what you think these pieces would sound like – use descriptive
words!
Musical interpretations
Choose two different pieces of music. For example, Brahms Violin Concerto in G
and Radetzky’s March by Johann Strauss Senior.
Take one colour of pen and as the first piece plays draw the pen across paper in
whichever way the music moves you.
Once you’ve done this, take a different colour pen, play the second piece and do
the same again over the top piece.
After you have finished, think about why you chose certain movements – what did
they reflect in the music? Why those colours? Ask someone else if they can guess
which two pieces of music you chose!

Musical consequences – a game!
Grab a piece of paper – any paper…a napkin…newspaper…toilet roll… Take it in
turns to write/draw/sketch a musical idea, word or phrase that inspires you. Once
the paper is full, there is your new composition. Now with anything you have in the
house – instruments, pots and pans, shakers - try and play it!
Make your own graphic score
Taking these ideas above, come up with your own set of rules/symbols/instructions
for a piece of music. Include some ideas of pitch (how high or low notes are),
dynamics (how loud or quiet), tempo (how fast or slow) and emotions you want to
express, and write your own graphic score.
www.connectresound.live
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An example of these rules could be:
Emotion
Red = Angry Yellow = Calm, Blue = Sad
Dynamics

The symbol above shows quiet to loud (small squiggle quiet, big loud).
Pitch

The spiral above shows high notes moving down to low notes in a smooth line, and
the dots show it in staccato (short and detached).

Tempo
Just use words to represent the speed.

FAST

SLOW

Walking
pace

Your turn! Give it a go and share with @NYMAZmusic on
Facebook/Twitter/Instagram
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Musical activities: GCSE & A-level

Composition task
Musical periods change throughout time reflecting the styles of their day. Put
yourself in the role of composer and take on the challenge of composing a short
‘Classical’ period influenced piece.
Then, adapt this into a piece of music which you would hear in the charts today by
using some key musical features – and see for yourself how using specific
styles/features and techniques can change the same piece and transport it into a
different time period!
Listen to these pieces:
Haydn – The Seasons: https://youtu.be/nZsON83M9Bw
Mozart – Symphony No 40 in G minor, K550 – 1. Molto Allegro: https://youtu.be/hJf4ZffkoI
Now look at these questions and use them as inspiration and a starting stimulus for
your own composition:
§

What are the key structural features of ‘Classical’ period of Music?

§

What musical elements can you hear in the melody?

§

How is harmony used?

§

What instruments are typically played?

Now that you have looked at these pieces in detail start to work on your own
composition!
Your composition MUST include at least 2 of the following:
Perfect cadence
Alberti bass line
Cadenza
www.connectresound.live
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Your composition MUST be in one of these structures:
Binary Form (AB)
Ternary form (ABA)
Rondo form (ABACA)
Your composition MUST include the following:
At least two classical period instruments from different instrumental families
Be a minimum of 45 seconds long
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Getting involved

About North Yorkshire Music Education Hub
A partnership led by North Yorkshire County Council’s Music Service since 2012 that
brings together local and national organisations and arts programmes to deliver
the best music education for children and young people. We work together to
create joined up, high quality music education in and out of school, getting the
most from government funding for music education for young people in North
Yorkshire.
About North Yorkshire Music Service
The Music Service is the lead organisation in North Yorkshire Music Hub and offers
instrumental lessons in schools on a wide variety of instruments for all levels. There
are a range of options available, from individual to group lessons.
The service also co-ordinates the following ensembles and music centres,
providing opportunities for young musicians to play together:
County Big Band, Brass and Saxophone Ensemble: students interested in jazz can
join our regional county big band groups. Half-termly rehearsals are led by Ian
Bangay (Head of Music Service) and Chris Hurst. Young performers can combine
their interest in jazz, big band and brass together with major events and
performances taking place throughout the year, often culminating in a European
tour!
North Yorkshire County Youth Orchestra and Youth Choir: for high achieving pupils
in our Youth Ensembles and Choirs, the County Youth ensembles provide regular
rehearsals for students throughout North Yorkshire to challenge and develop their
musicianship further.
Yorkshire Young Sinfonia: an exciting residential youth orchestra course
showcasing some of the best young classical musicians aged 12-18 in the region,
providing them with excellent musical education and orchestral training.
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Music Centres: we provide exceptional local opportunities for young musicians to
engage in group music-making with other students in a friendly and creative
environment. Ensembles are available at all levels, from beginner to advanced,
and include a wide range of music genres.

For more information and event details, visit:
www.northyorkshiremusichub.co.uk

www.connectresound.live
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8.

Useful links

BBC Ten Pieces is an educational music resource of 40 classical pieces of music.
Each piece has free teaching resources, exciting short films, lesson plans and
arrangements. Aimed at KS2 and KS3 students; other age groups would find parts
of the site fun and educational.
Here is the link to all 40 classic pieces from BBC Ten Pieces Resources:
www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-pieces/all-resources/zdg3t39
BBC Bitesize - Musical Periods and Styles
An in depth exploration of musical styles through history
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zw3nrwx/revision/1
Classics for Kids
www.classicsforkids.com/music/instruments_orchestra.php
NYMAZ: Resources for young people
www.nymaz.org.uk/for-young-people/discover
NYMAZ: Resources for music professionals working with children and young people
www.nymaz.org.uk/for-professionals/what-we-do-for-professionals
Live Music Now
www.livemusicnow.org.uk
Yorkshire Young Musicians
www.northyorkshiremusichub.co.uk/partners/yorkshire-young-musicians/
Awards for Young Musicians
www.a-y-m.org.uk
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